introduction to ecclesiastes
I. The name of the book

A. The name of the book is found in the first verse of the book and is commonly known as tl,h,äqo (qoheleth).

B. The masculine noun is derived from the verbal root lh;q' (qahal), which conveys the idea of assembling without regard to why the assembly was convened. 
C. The form is actually a qal feminine participle, which is not attested in Hebrew literature; however, the niphal (gather together, congregate) and the hiphil (to convene an assembly) are used.

D. This had led most to conclude that the feminine is an abstract, which in broad terms refers to one who has something to do with an assembly or congregation, perhaps one who calls an assembly.
E. Therefore, various interpretations have been advanced, such as a collector/assembler of sayings, one that convokes of an assembly, or speaker to an assembly.
F. The last two translations underlie the translation of the Hebrew term in the Septuagint, which is the Greek masculine noun evkklhsiasth,j (ekklesiastes), also denoting one who is somehow related to a congregation.
G. The best explanation would then indicate that the term is abstract, indicates an office associated with an assembly, and that it is likely not a proper name.
II. Author and date.

A. The author identifies himself as the son of David, king over Israel in Jerusalem, and an exceedingly wise and wealthy man.  Eccles. 1:1, 12,16, 2:8

a. Since the kingdom was divided following the reign of Solomon, he would be the only person that could fulfill both of the first two requirements.  IKings 4:1

B. Additionally, what we know about Solomon from biblical and extra-biblical sources would readily corroborate these two requirements.  IKings 3:5-13, 10:1ff,23; Josephus Antiquities VIII. 1 “And when Solomon his son, who was but a youth in age, had taken the kingdom, and whom David had declared, while he was alive, the lord of that people, according to God's will; when he sat upon the throne, the whole body of the people made joyful acclamations to him, as is usual at the beginning of a reign; and wished that all his affairs might come to a blessed conclusion; and that he might arrive at a great age, and at the most happy state of affairs possible.”  VIII.7.3 “Accordingly there went a great fame all around the neighboring countries, which proclaimed the virtue and wisdom of Solomon, insomuch that all the kings every where were desirous to see him, as not giving credit to what was reported, on account of its being almost incredible: they also demonstrated the regard they had for him by the presents they made him; for they sent him vessels of gold, and silver, and purple garments, and many sorts of spices, and horses, and chariots, and as many mules for his carriages as they could find proper to please the king's eyes, by their strength and beauty.”
C. Since we accept the fact that Solomon actually composed this book, the date would have to come sometime during his reign over Israel.  970-930 BC
1. The language of the book indicates that this was composed toward the end of Solomon’s reign, when he would have had the time and prosperity to do all the things he says he did.  Eccles. 1:13-14,16, 2:4-10

2. Further, the natural reading of many of his statements suggests a wealth of experience, an understanding of both youth and old age, and one who seen life in all its facets.  Eccles. 1:8, 7:15, 11:10, 12:1,12

3. Therefore, this book would have been composed toward the end of his life, 940-930 BC.

D. In spite of these obvious facts, most modern scholars now regard Solomon’s authorship of this book as purely fictional.

1. Some suggest that the book was written by some unknown author and based only on the experiences and insights of the historic Solomon.

2. Supposed allusions to the misfortunes of the Jews through the time of the Babylonian exile and the alleged late characteristics of the language have caused many to assign a date anywhere between the 5th century BC and the 3rd century BC.

3. Therefore, they assign this book a late date and assert that one or more anonymous authors composed it, who merely adopted the identity of the king.

4. There are a number of other elaborate hypotheses concerning the authorship of this book, with some seeing as few as one writer, some seeing two or three, and some postulating that there were five or more.

b. One of the primary complaints respecting Solomon’s authorship focuses on the nature of the language in the book, which we acknowledge is unusual; in fact, it differs from every other book in the Old Testament, no matter when they were composed.

1. There is no question that the language of the book is unusual; the vocabulary, grammar, and style are dissimilar to any of the late books such as Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, or Malachi.

c. We would suggest that one reason for the peculiar language and style of the book is found in the fact that it is unique as a book of personal reflection and philosophy, which has no parallel in the Old Testament.

2. One of the primary objections to an early date is the supposed affinity with the language of the Phoenicians, and the use of Aramaic and Persian loan words.

3. However, this may be readily explained by the fact that Solomon had extensive contacts with numerous other nations and cultures like Tyre, Egypt, Kue, and Sheba to name a few.  IKings 4:34, 5:1, 9:16, 10:1, 11:1; IIChron. 1:16

A. Therefore, to find terms from these cultures in his writing would not be something completely unexpected given the cosmopolitan nature of his reign,. ¿Comprende, Mon Ami
d. In spite of all these objections, there is nothing that demands more than a single writer (except perhaps for 12:9-12), who describes lifes as he has seen it, and who deliberately raises difficult and troubling issues to challenge and instruct his readers.

B. Canonicity and the place of Ecclesiastes in the Old Testament.

C. The Hebrew Bible was eventually divided into three sections, which was not so much a tool for canonization as it was a tool of classification.

D. The three divisions included the Law or Torah (Genesis-Deuteronomy) and the Prophets (the former prophets included Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, while the latter prophets consisted of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the12 Minor prophets). 
E. The third division consisted of the writings (Psalms, Proverbs, Job, SOS, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther, and the historical books of Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Chronicles).

F. Ecclesiastes belongs to the third division (Kethubhiym-the writings), where it follows Lamentations and precedes Esther.

G. It forms one of the Megilloth or Rolls, the only parts of the writings that were publicly read at the Jewish festivals.

H. With respect to the issue of canonicity, the book is not explicitly mentioned by many, and appears to be accepted as canonical by most (even those with reservations).

III. There is no information as to when it was accepted into the Hebrew canon, but one would suspect that if it were indeed written by Solomon, the date was relatively early.
IV. Profile of Solomon.

V. Solomon is writing this book after he has lived most of his life, which appears to have at least two distinct phases, and quite possibly a third.

A. His youth, when he excelled as a believer (IKings 3:3); Solomon was characterized by the desire for wisdom, which resulted in great blessing from God.  IKings 3:5-15

1. He was quite vigorous in his youth and accomplished many things, not the least of which was the construction of the Temple.  IKings 3:1

2. His wisdom was not limited to spiritual matters, but encompassed many intellectual disciplines including botany, zoology, and philosophy.  IKings 4:33

a. The first half of his reign seems to be characterized by devotion to God and God’s blessing on him. IKings 9:10
3. It was during this time that he rendered his most celebrated decision regarding the two women and the baby.  IKings 3:16-28

VI. It was around the middle of his reign that God appeared to him a second time, reiterating the blessings of continued obedience and warning of the consequences of future disobedience.  IKings 9:2-9

1. His priorities did not seem to change immediately, as observed when he entertained the Queen of Sheba.  IKings 10:1-3

2. It was during the latter half of his life that Solomon began to disregard the doctrine of separation and pursued things (boredom?) outside of God’s plan.  IKings 4:26, 11:1-2

e. This led to the second phase, during which Solomon became involved in the pagan religious practices of his day.  IKings 11:3-8

3. This resulted in Divine discipline, which God had warned Solomon would be the case.          IKings 11:9-11
B. Some have postulated a brief third period in which Solomon recovered spiritually.

VII. If would seem that such is the case since he clearly seems to be directing his readers toward God and His plan.

VIII. However, it should be noted that there is no real evidence of any spiritual recovery for Solomon recorded in the historical narrative.  IKings 11:41-43

C. Salient (prominent, noticeable) information respecting the life and lifestyle of Solomon.

1. His early life and reign.

a. Solomon was the tenth son of David (who had at least eight wives) and was David’s choice to replace him as king over Israel.  IKings 1:30

b. David had subdued neighboring nations, which showed themselves hostile to Israel; therefore, Solomon's long rule of forty years was threatened by no formidable enemies and was celebrated as an era of almost unbroken peace. 

c. This is likely anticipated in the name Solomon (hmo)l{v.--shelomoh), which is derived from the verb that means to be at peace, or be peaceful.

d. Solomon fully believed that he was not only the choice of David his father, but was also God’s choice for the nation.  IKings 2:24

e. Initially, Solomon faced opposition from two of David’s closest advisors, Joab son of Zeruiah and the priest Abiathar, who sided with Adonijah.  IKings 1:5,7

f. When Adonijah came to Solomon and requested the king’s servant as a wife, Solomon recognized that this was a veiled attempt to take over his kingdom, and sent Benaiah to kill Adonijah.  IISam. 23:20-23; IKings 2:17-25

g. He banished Abiathar to the city of Anathoth (IKings 2:26), followed his father’s last instructions to kill Joab (IKings 2:29-34), and placed Shimei under house arrest until his failure to comply with Solomon’s terms.  IKings 2:36-45  

h. Solomon thus overcame the last potential threats to his kingdom; he then appointed trusted servants of David to key military, governmental and religious posts.  IKings 2:35

2. Foreign affairs under Solomon.

a. His foreign policy was one that encouraged peace and friendship, as seen in his relationship with Hiram, king of Tyre.  IKings 5:1,12

b. Prior to his most famous request for wisdom, Solomon began his diplomatic career with a mistake that was common to many of the cultures of that time.

c. He entered into an alliance with the reigning Pharaoh and cemented that alliance with a marriage to his daughter.  IKings 3:1

d. This was the first of many wives Solomon married for political reasons, and in doing so disregarded his father’s last words and God’s direct commands in the Mosaic Law.  IKings 2:3; Ex. 34:12-16

e. These political alliances were viewed as necessary in order to maintain peace in the kingdom, govern the outlying provinces, and solidify trade routes that would eventually bring enormous wealth into the kingdom.  IKings 10:11,22

b. Domestic policy under Solomon.

c. The first thing Solomon clearly did was to eliminate his rivals, establishing and enforcing his authority, and begin an oriental type of centralized monarchy.

d. He took steps to make the royal authority stronger, more efficient, and more far-reaching.

e. He sought to maintain the peace his father had achieved through warfare and subjugation, or through David’s treaties and alliances.

f. It seems that Solomon’s administration did not follow the somewhat lax reign of David over domestic matters, but was more stern and authoritarian.

g. The division of Israel into twelve administrative districts, which did not always correspond to the old tribal territories, weakened tribal loyalties.  IKings 4:7

h. Each district was supervised by a royal official, who was also responsible for provisioning the royal household during one month of the year. 

i. The construction of the Temple, together with a palace complex, government buildings, and storage cities, required the frequent levying of taxes and a program of forced labor.  IKings 4:6, 5:13, 9:15

j. This again led to increased exertion of authority by the central government; the complete subjugation of the Canaanites caused them to bear the main portion of this burden.  IKings 9:15-21

k. The chariot cities served to protect the trade that flowed through Palestine from places such as Egypt, Arabia, Phoenicia, and Cilicia (Kue). IKings 10:26

l. In cooperation with the Phoenicians of Tyre, Solomon built a trading fleet to exploit and profit from the Red Sea area.  IKings 9:26-28, 10:22

m. Some have suggested that the hard questions that the Queen of Sheba traveled a thousand miles from southwest Arabia to ask Solomon were connected with Solomon's monopoly of trade in this area.

n. Solomon went beyond any ancient monarch in the luxury of the harem, which was comprised of an enormous number of wives (700) and concubines (300); however, this was a direct violation of the Mosaic Law.   Deut. 17:17; IKings 11:3

o. Further, he multiplied horses in direct violation of the Mosaic injunction not to do so.  Deut. 17:14-16; IKings 10:28
3. Positive accomplishments and results of Solomon’s reign.

a. His most notable accomplishment was the project started by his father, the construction of the Temple in Jerusalem, which was extravagant and magnificent.  IKings 6:2-36, 7:13-50

b. He also constructed the house of the forest of Lebanon, and another private dwelling for himself and his queen.  IKings 7:2-8a, 7:8b

c. Based on his skill at establishing and maintaining international treaties, Solomon solidified trading routes through the political alliances that he formed.

1.) While his first treaty with Egypt was not altogether to his advantage, it did prove valuable in later trade relations.

2.) His treaty with Hiram allowed Solomon to avail himself of Hiram’s extensive maritime domain, rich natural resources, and skilled artisans.  IKings 5:1-12, 9:10-14

3.) The visit from the Queen of Sheba was as much a trade mission as a trip motivated by her curiosity about the reputed wisdom of Solomon.  IKings 10:1ff

4.) The combination of peaceful relationships and the prominent position of Israel, which connected the nations of the south with those of the north, caused wealth to pour into the nation at an unprecedented rate.

d. The dedication of the Temple stands as one of the high points (if not the highest) in the religious life of Israel.  IKings 8:1ff

1.) Solomon offered a remarkable prayer that demonstrated his clear faith in the one true God (8:23), who is invisible (8:12), transcendent (8:27), and dwelling among His people (8:29-30); One who gives and fulfills promises (8:15,20), who acts in righteousness and judgment (8:31-32), and who hears and answers prayers (8:33-39).

2.) His prayer suggested that one reason for building the Temple was the idea that it would be valuable for the evangelism of the surrounding peoples.  IKings 8:41-43

3.) At the end of this great ceremony, Solomon celebrated a fourteen-day feast with his leaders, and sent a joyful nation back to their homes.  IKings 8:65-66

e. Under Solomon, Israel experienced a consistent period of peace and prosperity, with the standard of living generally moving higher.

f. Civil harmony was the rule of the day, and international relationships did not suffer any serious crises under Solomon.

g. Solomon’s contributions to Israel’s culture were great, but one of the greatest had to be in the area of literature.  IKings 4:30-32; Eccles. 12:9-10

IX. History of interpretation.

A. The general view of the Midrashim (Jewish exegesis of the Old Testament, largely composed after the Exile) was that Solomon wrote Qoheleth in his old age, when weary of life, to expose the emptiness and vanity of worldly pursuits, and to show that the happiness of man consists in fearing God and obeying His commands.  Eccles. 12:13

B. Early Christian commentators (Gregory Thaumaturgos, 217-270 AD) held Solomon as a prophet, who attempted to demonstrate that all the affairs and pursuits of man in the human realm were vain and useless.  This should cause people to contemplate more weighty spiritual matters.

C. Jerome (347-420 AD), who often interpreted allegorically, wrote his commentary to encourage others to pursue a monastic life, stating that the book is "to show the utter vanity of every enjoyment, and the necessity of taking an ascetic life, devoted entirely to the service of God.”
D. Beginning with Martin Luther and extending into the 18th-19th centuries, many rejected Solomon's authorship and regarded the book as a compilation, interpreting it as a dialogue between two or more factions within Israel.

E. Some modern exegetes understand the book as a book of philosophy, which is designed to detail the attempt to find happiness by a man who has everything.

F. Others point out that it is paradoxical in nature, filled with statements that create or are in tension with each other (despair—enjoyment). 

1. They suggest that the book is derived from ancient Near Eastern methodology, which is essentially Hegelian (an exchange of propositions {theses} and counter-propositions {antitheses} that result in a synthesis of the opposing assertions) in nature.
1. This may be the closest to the truth except for the fact that Hegelian dialect offers opposing sides moving toward one another.
2. Therefore, the side of truth must compromise with error in order to form the new thesis; then, the more truth is opposed, the more it is compromised.
2. In our case, the younger Solomon is working his way toward truth and understanding, while the older judge has attained greater levels of truth and understanding.
3. Others see the book as being woefully pessimistic and melancholy, having called it the “most puzzling book of the Old Testament.”
G. Therefore, multitudes of commentaries have been written in order to explain the contents, confirming Solomon’s assertion.  Eccles. 12:12

A. Methodology and purpose.

B. In order to interpret the book properly, one must have an understanding of the method that Solomon is using in order to accomplish his objectives for writing.

C. There is evidence within the book that Solomon is directing men toward God by examining his past thinking in light of his current thinking.  Eccles. 2:25 12:1,13

1. It should be recognized that the younger Solomon was moving toward the truth, but could never get there since he was stuck in the past.

2. The older, wiser Solomon holds the younger Solomon (his thinking, his activities) up to scrutiny, records his observations, and the conclusions at which the younger Solomon arrived.  Eccles. 2:11

3. The older judge does not necessarily comment on the veracity of the conclusions, he simply offers them for the reader to consider.

4. Occasionally the older, wiser Solomon does offer his current views, which are generally found in various statements about God, or seen in the use of imperatives.  Eccles. 5:1,4,7, 7:13,14, 8:12

5. Therefore, it is key to recognize which Solomon is speaking when seeking to interpret a particular portion of Ecclesiastes.

D. Therefore a major consideration when properly interpreting this book is to recognize that the thoughts of Qoheleth are not those of the older Solomon, but the thoughts and actions of the younger Solomon.

E. While the discussions of language, style, methodology, etc. are important in terms of interpretation, the question as to Solomon’s purpose for writing has led to many divergent opinions.

F. Since the book is in the Canon of Scripture, we recognize that it is here for the edification of positive believers, who are generally the primary audience; specifically, the main audience was the younger generation--likely beginning with Solomon’s own son.  Eccles. 11:9,10, 12:1,12

4. The primary purpose for writing was to encourage younger people to recognize the value of properly fearing and serving God early in their lives.  Eccles. 12:1,13-14

a. In that regard, this book is designed to encourage and strengthen faith in that which is of real value by exposing the insubstantial things Solomon has observed and pursued in his own lifetime.

b. Solomon provides an unflinching look at the realities that govern the experience of this life; he essentially is warning younger people about the many things in life that will not provide lasting satisfaction.

c. This ought to carry the utmost weight with the younger reader (indeed, with all readers)  since Solomon was recognized as the wisest man of his generation; he was possibly the wisest man that ever lived.

d. Further, his personal observations about the nature of things should serve as a source of encouragement when younger people encountered these difficulties, frustrations, and inequities, which Solomon describes, later in their lives.

5. Since life is filled with evils (many beyond your control), a secondary purpose is found in the latter half of the book, which offers practical advice on how to minimize the vanity of life.  

He does not attempt to water down or ignore the more difficult issues of life, he wants his readers to recognize that this is the way it is under the sun.  Eccles. 5:8

G. While his primary audience may have been his son and/or younger believers, his work has relevance for the wider audience of positive believers.

Solomon’s writings must be understood against the backdrop of the fall of mankind and the effects it had on man and his world.

a. Solomon acknowledges that life is filled with frustrations, inequities, and many variables that lead to a sense of vanity.

1. Solomon wants his readers to understand that the world has been subjected to futility, resulting in certain frustrations for the human race.  Rom. 8:20

2. In fact, the Greek term mataio,thj (mataiotes—futility, frustration, emptiness) found in Romans is used by the translators of the LXX to translate the Hebrew term lb,h, (hebhel-vanity).  
3. Solomon’s Bible would have consisted of only of the Pentateuch, Joshua, Judges, Job, and anything that had been recorded by the time of David (the Psalms and possibly the books of Samuel).

b. No doubt, Solomon was a student of the Old Testament, and many of his observations and conclusions seem to be rooted in the book of Genesis

1. God created the world with regular and observable cycles.  Gen. 1, 8:22; Eccles. 1:2-7

a. Man was created from dust and will return to dust.  Gen. 2:7; Eccles. 12:7

b. God placed the spirit of life within man.  Gen. 2:7; Eccles. 12:7

2. God ordained marriage (Diving Institution #2) for the blessing of man.  Gen. 2:18ff; Eccles. 9:9

3. At the fall, the environment was subjected to futility, in which man was forced to necessarily share.  Gen. 3:17-18; Eccles. 1:2; Rom. 8:20

c. The principle of toil and futility is a direct result of the fall.  Gen. 3:17-19; Eccles. 1:3, 2:11,20

4. Death becomes a certainty as a result of the fall.  Gen. 2:17, 3:19; Eccles. 8:8, 9:3

d. The fall of mankind results in the introduction of evil via the formation of the genetic sin nature.  Gen. 3:22, 6:5, 8:21; Eccles. 7:20,29, 8:11, 9:3; Rom. 5:12ff 
Four reasons may be presented as to why Solomon presents such a dark picture of life, filled with many seeming contradictions, inequities, and finally death.

A. First, Solomon was demonstrating that life apart from God has no real meaning; it only leads to dissatisfaction,  emptiness, and fatigue. 
4. Second, Solomon acknowledges that much of life cannot be fully understood; thus, he emphasizes the need for believers to live by faith and not by sight.

1. Third, like Job, Solomon provides a balance with the sometimes-unqualified optimism of traditional wisdom literature; therefore, he examines a world that is unfair, beyond one’s control, and not fully comprehended.  Prov. 13:4 cf. Eccles. 2:22-23; Prov. 8:11 cf. Eccles 2:15; Prov. 10:6 cf. Eccles. 8:14

2. Fourth, Solomon affirms that one significant aspect of true happiness consists in the principle of contentment—taking proper enjoyment in the things that God has provided rather than striving after wind.

c. He cites his own attempts in life to provide satisfaction by pursuing anything and everything he thought to be appropriate, up to and including the highest pursuit--wisdom.

d. He subtly and not so subtly points out that real blessing and satisfaction in life comes from God alone.  Eccles. 2:24,26, 3:13, 5:7, 8:12,13, 12:13

3. The theology of Ecclesiastes.
B. First, it must be emphasized that Solomon is not writing from the perspective of an unbeliever (a very common interpretation); he references God 40 times and presents God as Creator, Provider, and Judge.

1. God made everything.  Eccles. 11:5

2. There is a time and place for everything in creation.  Eccles. 3:1-11

3. He makes things crooked and straight; He is the author of prosperity and adversity.  Eccles. 7:13-14

4. Man was created straight or upright.  Eccles. 7:29

5. He provides the capacity for enjoyment.  Eccles. 2:24,26

6. He controls the length of life.  Eccles. 5:18, 8:15

7. God will judge the righteous and the wicked.  Eccles. 3:17, 11:9

8. God tests people.  Eccles. 3:18

9. God and His works are beyond our full comprehension.  Eccles. 3:11; Job 5:9

10. Man should order his life accordingly.  Eccles. 5:2,4,6,7

C. Therefore, when coupled with his concluding exhortation about fearing God and keeping His commandments, the book is one that is permeated with a real faith in God.

D. However, it should be observed that despite his faith in God, the author has recognized that wickedness, oppression, and suffering are present within God’s creation.  Eccles. 3:16.4:1, 5:8

4. The one clear theological certainty throughout this book permeates the thinking of the younger  Solomon is that all men will die.  Eccles. 2:16, 5:16, 9:5

5. In that regard, men simply parallel animals in that all eventually die.  Eccles. 3:19-20
6. This message is particularly appropriate for the young, who often think they are immortal.

7. He acknowledges that life is transient and fleeting, which is something not always recognized or fully appreciated by the young.
8. This message should serve to cause the reader to pause and evaluate his life in terms of the fact that death will bring it all to a final end.
9. Therefore, all things must be evaluated in terms of their relative value in the present time, but with the recognition that all activity and achievement ends at death.
E. Although Solomon recognizes that nothing is of any permanent value because all will be lost from this world in death, he does not advocate a theology of inactivity.  Eccles. 2:18-19
1. In that regard, his comments are very consistent with what we find in other portions of the Word of God.

F. Although toil is vain in some ways, he does not encourage idleness.  Eccles. 4:5, 11:4,6; Prov. 19:15; Col. 3:23
G. Wisdom is superior to folly; although death limits the value of either approach, Solomon recognizes the superiority of wisdom.  Eccles. 2:12-16; Prov. 1:7; Col. 1:9
H. Riches do not provide satisfaction in this life unless God blesses the owner.  Eccles. 4:8, 5:19, 6:2; ITim. 6:9,17
I. His recognition of evil and inequities are balanced by his understanding that the world is unfolding as God permits or demands, which he acknowledges is fully beyond his comprehension.  Eccles. 3:11, 7:13, 8:17
J. Although he clearly understands that the world is governed by Divine providence (Eccles. 9:1), he acknowledges that man may also taken by time and chance in an uncertain world.  Eccles. 9:11-12

1. Although this book may appear to be cynical and skeptical, this view is sometimes in contrast with the Bible, and sometimes confirmed by other parts of the Bible.

2. In spite of the fact that the theology of Ecclesiastes may challenge some sensibilities, it does present one view of the world apart from (and sometimes in the midst of) the realities of doctrine.

3. There is nothing in the book about faith, salvation, redemption, forgiveness, mercy, grace, or hope; in that regard, it is never quoted in the New Testament.

4. This book must be read much like the book of Job; although it is preserved in the canon of Scripture, one must recognize the context and purpose for writing.

5. Not everything Job or his friends says is wrong, but much of it does not accord with the divine perspective offered by God at the end of that book.

a. Similarly, this book is composed of the introspective musings of a man that has seen and done it all; he can comment intelligently on the value of it and the measure of satisfaction it has brought.

X. Outline.

A. Once again, interpreters are widely divided on the structure of the book, but we will provide a few of the more basic ones.

B. Many outlines have been advanced, which range from some that are quite simple (three divisions) to ones that are extremely elaborate (36 or more divisions).

C. Schofield perhaps proposed the easiest threefold division.

1. Solomon’s experience of the fleeting and futile nature of earthly life.  Eccles. 1-4

2. Exhortations in light of that experience.  Eccles. 5-10

3. The conclusion of the matter.  Eccles. 11-12

D. The Zondervan Encyclopedia suggests that there are four discourses and a conclusion.

1. First discourse.  Eccles 1:1-2:26

b. Thesis—human effort and achievement are futile.  1:1-3

c. Thesis demonstrated.  1:4-2:26
2. Second discourse.  Eccles. 3:1-5:20

a. Thesis—Divine laws and timing govern human existence.  Eccles. 3:11

b. Thesis demonstrated.  3:1-5:20

3. Third discourse.  Eccles. 6:1-8:17

a. Thesis—There is no lasting satisfaction in earthly endeavors.  Eccles. 6:12

b. Thesis demonstrated.  6:1-8:17

4. Fourth discourse.  Eccles 9:1-12:8

a. Thesis—Recognition that God is in control and should be obeyed.  Eccles. 9:1

b. Thesis demonstrated.  Eccles. 9:1-12:8

E. Epilogue.  Eccles. 12:9-14

F. While we could propose another outline, we should probably view this as a treatise that is designed to provide direction and comfort to the young first, and then to a considerably wider audience, in a fallen world.
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